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THIS 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

S .

1. in forcing the Polish Government to appolnt & Kussisn marshal
as Comuander-in-Chief of the Polish “rmed Forcss and inis-
ter of National Defense, the Folitburo has takeu a step of
qulte unusual temerity. One of the Kraemlin's gulding prin-
ciples in governing its satellites has been to maintain
the appearance of home ruls. No lusslan marshal or high
official has heretofore been shifted from a high administra-
tive or military post in the Soviet VYnilon to one in a satel-
lite country. Thoupn ROKOSSOVSKY is of rolish descent,
hs 1is thoroughly Russienlzed, and is considered no more
of a Pole than TUKHACHEVSKI, DZLREIINSKI OR VYSIHINSKI.

2. Under ordinary circumastances, military reasons would not
have brought about an appoiniment which will recall Czarist
rovernor gensrals who ruled with a malled fist. Poland
was rvled by obedient servants of the “ominform like
Presicent BIERUT, so that any measures conflicting vith the
pollecy of the »remlin could bs, and wsre, suppresssd imnes
distely. The Poliah Army was under especially strict con-
trol, with *ussian officers in all key poslticns. “he
Polish #ir Force, the wartime %nviet 6th “ir lprmy, was com-
mended by “oviet Colonel Yenaral POLYNIN until 1947, and
i3 now under General LOMAYKO, a former “oviet air division'
comiancer. FPoland is aurrounded by fussian troops. Any
Insubordination would have been sulcidal, and would havz
besn crushed by ROKOSSOVSKY's hesdquarters (Liegnitz in
Silesial.

3. The Polltburo must also be fully sware that 1t has dealt
& hard blow to Polish national pride, an outstandin: Pollsh
characteristic. A measure which mizght be tolerated in
Czechoslovakia or Ywumania will be intolerable to +oland.
Furthermore salt is rubbed into the Folilsh wounds by the 25X1
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fact that 1t 1s ROKOSSOVSKY who will be their boss. He

is identifled with the betrayal of the WAKSAW insurrection,
since he comaanCed the Soviet £nd Belorussisn iront which
halted at PRAGA, just across the Vistula liver from ViATiSAW,
until the Polish insursente surrenderec¢ to the GCermans.
The books of the Polish Ganeral ANDERS and formser Premier
“@lKOLAJCLYN seethewith hate and rage at their betrayal by
the Soviet Army. '

4. iu may be concluded that reasons of paramount importance
wpust have 1ipelled the Soviet Goverhment to an ection
whileh can have very serious consequences,

w]le

5. The appointment of ROKOSSOVSKY is a preventive messure against
further spresd of National Comaunism ("Titoism") 1in Poland.
Welght 1s added to this conclusion by the recent appointment
of Harshal ROXOSSOVSKY as full mexber of the Polish Polit-
buro. iHOSCOW was determined to avoic a repetition of the
BELGRADE debacle. HNext to the Yugalavs, the Poles are the
proudest and most nationalist minded of the satel 11tes of
JA0SCOW. MNatlonalist tendencies in Poland had previously to
be suppressed several times: Vice Premier GOMULKA and nhis
followers had to be removed, and three under-secretaries
of state were forced to resisn a few weeks ago. Lven
flarshal ZYMIERSKL, ROKOSSOVSKY's predecessor, seems to have
been recalciltrant. According to a HEUTER telegram he
opposad & preoposal of the Russlan Uigh Comzand to train
Pelish troops for service with the Creek guerilles. it 1s
almost certain, therefore, that the Soviet CGovernment .
wanted to avold any risk of another satellite mutiny and
did so by appointing a Russian cenersl to command the Polish

Army .

6. Strateglc considerations helped to brins about this appoint- -
ment. The Pollitburo may have considered it nacessary to
have direct anc complets comiand of the Pollish army. The
indirect command throuch Soviet officers in advisory posi-
tions, under Polish senerals who possibly were not wholly
reliable, may have been thousht insufficient. <his does
not necessarily 1nply any intention to start a wer in the
near future. The seneral attitude of MOSCOW regarding war
does not seem to have changed, and no offensive by the Rad
Army is llkely during the next two years.

7. Another consideration may have been that after evacustion
of Germany by the Soviet Occupation forces, Rlancd willl be-
come the cornarstone of the satellite system in Fastern
Burope. In the ement of evacuation of Germany, the Soviet
Union would also withdrew her troops from Bland, sincs
there would be no communications to Germany to protect. It
i1s of the rreatest :uportance, therefore, that the Yolish
Army remain an absolutely relimble weapon in the hands of
the “remlin, since this army would have to put pressure
on Eastern Jermary in the event of any anti-}0SCOW develop-
ments. Should Poland succaed ‘in following TITO's example
and Iree herself from HOSCOW's dominatlion, the immediate
result would be the loss, not only of Lastérn Germany, but
of Czechoslovukia and probably Ilungary. ROKOQOSSOVSKY's .
appointment 1¢ meant to lnsure i10SCOW's rule over this
part of EBurope, ‘
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important political reasons may also have entered into

tihe Folitburo's decision. The German territories emst

of the Oder-Nelsse line now incorporated into Poland will
certainly play an important role in t he shaping of policy
tovard the Iastern Corman State. ror the time being, the
Soviet Government does not seem inelined to continue the
polley of concessions wilth which the formation .of its
newest satellite was inaugurated. PIECK had to announce
what no pasce treaty would be concluded. General CHULKOV
heads the lussian Control Comnission, the ruthless PUSHKIN
has bean appointed ambassador, and the concllatory SEIYONOV
has vanished into the backpground, ©This attitude may be
Just as quickly reversed when it seems approprilate for the
Politburo to dangle the hope of the return of the eastern
Lterritories before the ayes of Kastern and Western Ssrmany.
In such a situstion MOSCOW maust have a government in VARSAW
wiiich obeya its orders, which cannot be expected of any
Pols, even though Communist and MOSCOW-trained. “Obedlence

“can only be forcsd upon BILRUT and his colleagues by a

Rugsian proconsul.
=lil-

luportant conclusions can be drawn regarding the situation
created by the appointment of ROKOSSOVSKY. It 1s certain.
that losing the last of thelr self-government will exasper-

The Pole, a natursl conspirator, will be willing to take
8till greater risks to injure his oppressor and to orzanize
Tor fighting at the opportune time.
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